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W T is.not, my intention to detain:the reader by ex- .
patiating on the.variety, or the importince of the
fubje&t, which I have undertaken to treat; fince the
merit of ;the choite would.ferve to render the weak-
nefs of the excoution Rill more apparent, and ftll
lefs excufable. But asI have prefumed to lay before
the Public a f£irf volume only of the Hiftory -of: the
Decline and Fq}.l of th: _Roman Emplru,,u will pet-
haps be. cxgp&r:d l;hat I fhould’ explain, in a few
words, the naturc and limits of my general plan.
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The memc-rahle ﬁ:nﬁ:ﬁ of revulutmus, which, in

he courle of about thirteen centuries, graduaﬂy un-
dermined, and at Iengﬂ: dcﬁrﬂ}’ed the folid fabric of

Roman greatnels, may, with fome propriety, be divided
into the three following EEL]L‘I{[E_

1. The firft of théfe periods ﬁay-‘bn"trﬁ&:d fromh
the age of Trajan and the Antonines, when the Ro-
Az man
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2be Extent and Military Force of the Empire in the Age
; of the Antonines,
IH the fecond century of the f'i'tﬁﬂian Era, the empire of Rome

comprehended the fuireft part of the parth, and the moft ¢-
o vilized portion l:lf mankind. The fmnnﬁn of that extenfive

mungghjrwﬂ“ '_ ancient renown and diféiplined valour,
The E&"ﬂ? ' *ﬁﬂlﬁm'e of Tawe and manners had gra-

dually cemented the union of the provinces. Their peacelil in-
habitants enjoyed and abufed the advantages of wealth and Iuzury,
The image of a free conflitition was preferved with decent reverence:
The Roman fenate appeared to poflefs ‘the fovereign authority, and
devolved on the emperors all the exccutive powers of government.
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Introdeition.

During a happy period of more than fourfeore years, the public 4 D, gi—

adminiltration was condulted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva,
Trajan, Hadrian, and the two Antonines. It is the delign of thic,
and of the two fut:eedlng_ chapters, 10 deferibe the profperous cone

" (ition of thei: empire ; and afterwards, from the death of Murcus

Yor. I, B ﬁntumnus
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