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Preface

The 25" Limes Congress was held in the Lindenberg Cultuurhuis in Nijmegen
from 21 to 27 August 2022. Two days were used for excursions to important sites along
the Lower German Limes (see volume 1). During the remaining five days 37 sessions took
place with 246 papers presented on a wide range of topics related to the frontiers of the
Roman Empire. In addition, 27 posters, in which limes scholars presented their research,
were displayed for the participants to view.

We are publishing 184 articles based on the papers and posters presented at the
Congress in four separate, themed volumes. The papers in this volume are divided into
five themes. The first theme explores Roman imperial imperialism, the early frontier
formation and the creation and reshuffling of tribal (id)entities. The second theme focuses
on Roman military activities during the Republic. Fortresses and other installations of the
Roman legions are the subject of the third theme. The fourth theme focuses on collapse
of Roman frontiers, and the afterlife of frontier fortifications. The papers collected under
the final theme presents an odyssey along different parts of the Limes.

Harry van Enckevort, Mark Driessen, Erik Graafstal, Tom Hazenberg, Tatiana Ivleva and
Carol van Driel-Murray

in: H. van Enckevort, M. Driessen, E. Graafstal, T. Hazenberg, T. Ivleva & C. van Driel-Murray (eds) 2024,
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The siege of Cerro
Castarreno

Assessing the impact of Rome on the
transformation of an archaeological landscape
between the river Duero valley and the Cantabrian
Mountains (Spain)

José M. Costa-Garcia and Jesus Garcia Sanchez

The study of the Roman expansion in northern Iberia between the late 2" century BC and
late 1%tcentury BC has become a vibrant archaeological research topic in the last decades.
Traditionally, the scarce and limited mentions in ancient written sources channelled the
attention of scholars towards some historical episodes — such as the Augustan campaigns
against Astures and Cantabri (29-19 BC) - leaving many others in the dark (Peralta
Labrador 2002). Even today, large areas of this vast territory still suffer from this lack of
narratives, and we barely know how and when they were effectively integrated into the
Roman imperial framework. The commitment of several researchers to incorporating
new methods and techniques has spurred the discovery of dozens of sites related to the
Roman army in northern Iberia, which now total more than 200 (Costa-Garcia et al. 2019;
Martin Hernandez et al. 2020; Menéndez Blanco et al. 2020; Morillo et al. 2021). With
many of them located outside the traditional areas of scholarly interest, the foundations
for new approaches to the diverse dynamics of Roman-native interaction in the region
have been laid.

Within the Romanarmy.eu initiative (Costa Garcia et al. 2021), the ‘Warscapes’
project started in 2017 to study the transformations experienced by the archaeological
landscapes of the Sasamoén area between the Late Iron Age and the Roman periods
(4™ century BC-4™ century AD). According to ancient written sources, the Turmogiinhabited
the zone before Rome’s arrival and it is generally assumed that their annexation occurred
before Augustus started his campaign against the Cantabri in 26 BC (Garcia Sanchez &
Costa-Garcia 2019). Previous archaeological research in the area located an indigenous
oppidum at Cerro Castarrefio and a Roman city — Segisamo — immediately northwards,
under the modern-day town of Sasamon (Abasolo Alvarez & Garcia Rozas 1993; Sacristan
de Lama 2007). However, the process by which the latter replaced the former as the main
political, socioeconomic and cultural pole is unclear beyond a generic chronological
adscription to Augustan times in connection with the military activities in Cantabria.
The recent discovery of archaeological traces related to the Roman Army using aerial
photography was also linked with these events without much delving into the debate
(Didierjean et al. 2014). After six years of archaeological research in the area, we are
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in a position to offer new archaeological data that might
challenge traditional narratives.

Materials and methods

Since it emerged as an informal research collective, the
Romanarmy.eu initiative has been at the forefront in
adopting new digital tools and geospatial datasets to
develop innovative approaches to studying the Roman
expansion in Iberia (Menéndez Blanco et al. 2013; Costa-
Garcia & Fonte 2017; Gonzalez-Alvarez et al. 2019). One
of the main contributions of our collective has been the
development of a modular methodology for detecting
ephemeral Roman military sites in northern Iberia where
remote sensing —aerial and satellite imagery, LIDAR, UAV-
derived surveys — played a major role. Despite the initial
criticism in some academic circles, the initiative always
comprised solid ground-truthing protocols that resulted
in the generation of reliable archaeological data regularly
submitted to the Heritage management authorities (Costa
Garcia et al. 2021).

After a first phase focused on the detection and initial
documentation of new sites, we delved into the detailed
characterisation of the Roman military presence in the
regionthrough several case studies (Costa-Garcia et al. 2020;
Fonte et al. 2021). In the last five years, more than a dozen
sites have been studied across the territory using a bespoke
methodology that involves conventional intra and off-site
surveys, metal-detecting oriented surveys, geophysics,
targeted test-pit excavation, and palaeoenvironmental
and absolute dating sampling (**C and OSL). These
sites show different morphologies, settlement patterns
and constructive systems, revealing the Roman army’s
enormous adaptability and operational versatility (Costa-
Garcia 2018; 2023). The diversity of geological contexts,
land use strategies, states of preservation, administrative
frameworks and heritage management policies have posed
a tremendous logistical and methodological challenge.
Quite frequently, we have face problematic contexts for
archaeological research which forced us to push forward
the limits of our methodology.

Sasamoén and the Turmogi
The Sasamoén area is a cereal-growing, calcareous plain
located northeast of the Spanish Plateau and immediately
south of the Cantabrian Mountains. The settlements in
the region during the Late Iron Age follows the same
patterns seen in other areas of the Duero Valley,
where the predominant role of the oppida reflects
the increasing socioeconomic centralisation and
political hierarchisation of these societies (Sacristan de
Lama 2007; 2011; Garcia Sanchez 2022).

Cerro Castarrefio was one of these regional poles and
one of the main settlements of the Turmogi, a human
group we barely know anything about when compared

to neighbouring peoples such as the Celtiberi, Cantabri,
Vaccaei or Astures (Garcia Sdnchez & Costa-Garcia 2019).
As it usually happens in these cases, the name evokes
an indigenous (ethnic?) reality that was conveniently
reformulated in Roman times to serve as a generic label
encompassing the inhabitants of this region (Lépez
Jiménez 2005; Salinas de Frias 2007). Unfortunately,
the few preserved written and epigraphic sources tell
us nothing about pre-Roman times’ social organisation,
practices or cultural traditions. Quite significantly, they
even disagree on fundamental aspects such as the actual
name of these people — Turmogi, Turmogidi, Murbogoi -
or the nuclei they controlled (Plinius the Elder Historia
Naturalis 3.18-30; Ptolemaeus Geographia 2.6.52), an
aspect that could be taken as evidence of their minor
political importance or limited demographics.

Florus (Epitome 2.33.47) was the first and only
author to connect this indigenous community with any
historical event. His account of the Augustan campaigns
against the Cantabri (and Astures) explicitly states the
attacks of the mountainous tribes on the neighbouring
tribes as casus belli. As victims of these alleged aggressions,
one may implicitly assume that the Turmogi were allies or
subjects to Rome in 26 BC. The foundation of a Roman city
- Segisamo - in the area once the conflict was over might
indirectly support this hypothesis.

If the Romans had effectively absorbed the Turmogi
by then, when and how was this process articulated?
Was it a ‘peaceful’ or ‘violent’ incorporation - if those
gross categories can even be used? We could overcome
the lack of data on the Turmogi by analysing what
happened to other neighbouring peoples. For instance, the
Vaccaei have a long tradition of interactions with Rome
(Sdnchez Moreno 2010). Some years before the Augustan
campaigns in the north, the Vaccaei (or at least part of
them) were held responsible for the endemic instability
in the Duero valley with Astures and Cantabri (Cassius Dio
Historia Romana 51.21). The offensive of Statilius Taurus
(29 BC) seems to have definitively ended that situation.
The Vaccaei are no longer identified as aggressors after
that date.

Florus’ short report on the Cantabrian Wars mentions
that Augustus pitched his camp close to Segisama before
advancing northwards. The question of which nucleus
the Latin author exactly refers to is tiresome to detail
here and feeds on some inconsistencies from ancient
written sources. Suffice it to say that scholars are divided
between those who consider it a Turmogian enclave -
under or close to modern-day Sasamon - or a Vaccaean
settlement (Garcia Sadnchez & Costa-Garcia 2019). The
control of those two cereal-producing areas — Vaccaean
and Turmogian - makes sense before establishing a
logistical rearguard and supply base in one of them
during the offensive against the Cantabri.
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Archaeology has identified a massive accumulation
of military sites in the Cantabrian Mountains related
to the Augustan campaigns against the northerners
since the late 20" century (Peralta Labrador et al. 2019).
Several scenarios of fossilised violence add now to the
crudeness transmitted by the ancient written sources
depicting the conflict. Unfortunately, the theoretical
rearguards of that campaign in the northern Spanish
Plateau did not receive similar attention until recently
(Martin Herndndez et al. 2020; Menéndez Blanco
et al. 2020), delaying the formulation of innovative
interpretations of their role in the conflict.

The Turmogian area became fully integrated into the
Empire after 19 BC, and a city was founded where modern-
day Sasamon lies. The scarce archaeological data related
to its oldest phases indicates an early imperial foundation
(Abasolo Alvarez & Garcia Rozas 1993). The ancient
written sources - including Itineraria and epigraphic
evidence - massively support the identification of
this nucleus as Segisamo (Garcia Sanchez & Costa-
Garcia 2019). One of the major military nuclei in Iberia
until mid-1% century AD, the base of Legio IIII Macedonica
in Pisoraca (Herrera de Pisuerga, Palencia), lays just 30 km
to the northwest.

Results

Thanks to the previous work of different scholars, we had
a pretty clear picture of the general human occupation
sequence in the area when the ‘Warscapes’ project
started in 2017. Our main goal was to characterise the
different archaeological landscapes and determine the
purpose of the Roman military presence in the area.
According to those objectives, the project has focused
on gathering relevant archaeological data from the
indigenous oppidum of Cerro Castarrefio (2017-2020), the
Roman military structures in the plains (2017-2022), and
the Roman city of Segisamo (2017-present). The following
lines will synthesise the results of the research carried
out in the two first areas and highlight their relevance
for understanding the Turmogian region during the last
centuries BC.

The oppidum of Cerro Castarrefio
Cerro Castarrefio is an impressive calcareous plateau of
c.23 ha in size, rising some 80 m above the surrounding
plains (fig. 1). Our work here started in 2017/2018 through
magnetometric (fluxgate gradiometer) and GPR surveys
aimed at identifying archaeological features. Aware that the
intensive ploughing could have destroyed any structures
that may have existed above the geological level, various
test pits were excavated to document the site’s surviving
stratigraphic sequence in suitable areas in 2018-2020.

The excavation of a wide defensive ditch delimiting the
northern area of the oppidum showed that human presence

here started in the 8" century BC. The different fillings
revealed that the structure was already out of use in the
Late Iron Age (5™-1% centuries BC), when human occupation
spread across the entire plateau. *C dating indicates the
oppidum ceased to be inhabited in an indefinite moment
between 1% century BC and 1%tcentury AD in connection
with the Roman expansion in the region. Among many
discarded artefacts (pottery sherds, animal bones and
metallic objects) documented in the more recent deposits,
we can list various Roman hobnails (clavi caligarii), one
trilobate arrowhead and different indigenous materials
dating from the 2m4-1% centuries BC.

The results in the remaining test trenches were very
similar, with limited structural or material evidence of the
latest phases of the oppidum. Discarded indigenous pottery
and Roman militaria were recovered in rubbish pits dated
between mid-1%tcentury BC and mid-1%tcentury AD (**C).
It seems that the site was not inhabited in imperial times
since the presence of Roman pottery was only negligible
and mainly came from the surface.

Due to the systematic destruction of the upper
archaeological deposits, the excavations could not reveal
whether the site was destroyed or abandoned and when
these events might have occurred. Likewise, we could
not determine if the Roman materials resulted from an
offensive action or belonged to a later military occupation
of the site, a phenomenon largely attested in the Cantabrian
Wars scenarios (Fernandez-Gétz et al. 2017).

The Roman military presence

Parallel to work on the Cerro Castarrefio, field and aerial
surveys focused on studying the different archaeological
traceslocated in the surroundings,leading to the detection
of new features (Garcia Sdnchez & Costa-Garcia 2020) (fig. 2).
In 2020, Google publicly released a new aerial coverage
from Maxar Technologies taken in an optimal moment of
crop maturation the year before. It was vital to confirm the
suspicion that most traces already identified belonged to a
siege structure around the indigenous oppidum. Targeted
aerial surveys allowed us to document new sections
of the 6-km long complex integrated by a double-lined
circumvallatio, a similar feature in the rearguard acting as
contravallatio and several military camps (fig. 1).

After ground-truthing, we notified regional heritage
management bodies of the findings. We asked permission to
validate our hypothesis through an ambitious archaeological
campaign using a tailored methodology to study ephemeral
contexts in 2021 and 2022. Pending the results of the initial
phase and due to the high risk of illegal metal detecting
activities in the area, we decided not to make public the
findings yet. In the meantime, other colleagues carrying out
independent research also identified the features using
similar geospatial datasets and published them (Martin
Herndndez et al. 2020).
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Figure 1. The siege scenario around Cerro Castarrefio.

The Carrecastro-La Veguilla sector
Carrecastro is a playing-card-shaped camp of c. 7.4 ha with
no evident connection with the siege structures. Artefactual
and metal-detecting-oriented surveys revealed that no
permanent human occupation has ever existed in this land.
No structures were detected on the surface. However, aerial
and magnetometry surveys revealed that the defensive
ditch was probably very shallow, and the two entrances
detected showed no titulum or clavicula.

The excavation of two test trenches in 2021 confirmed
the existence of a V-shaped ditch (50-80 cm deep) but could
not reveal traces of the ramparts (fig. 3A). The ploughing
most probably razed the ditches’ upper part and the
earthwork’s foundations. Some hobnails were recovered
on the surface, but no datable material was documented in
unaltered archaeological contexts (fig. 4).

In the neighbouring Arroyo del Puerco/La Veguilla area,
aerial and geophysical surveys documented an anomaly
in the northern sector of the siege scenario. Three double
ditches were located here instead of the two standard,
double-lined features documented on the circumvallation
and contravallation elsewhere. Since the landowners
did not grant permission to excavate test trenches in this

Arch. Features
A Camp
| A Oppidum

location, we do not know whether this phenomenon should
be understood in a synchronic or diachronic sense.

The Villa Maria sector

Aerial coverages had already revealed the presence of a
single-ditched camp in connection with the contravallatio
system (Garcia Sdnchez & Costa-Garcia 2020). However,
the recent GPR survey showed that the two defensive
structures do not annex (Garcia Sanchez et al. 2022). The
camp defences sectioned the double ditch or vice-versa.
This evidence points towards the existence of different
building phases in the siege scenario.

The excavations revealed the presence of two
V-shaped ditches of remarkable dimensions (c.3.00 m
wide by 1.20 m deep) in the contravallatio. Unfortunately,
no significant artefacts were found in their fillings. A
slightly smaller V-shaped ditch and a well were the
most distinctive elements documented at the camp
(fig. 3B). Two fragments of an amphora — probably a
Dressel 7-11 produced in the Guadalquivir Valley area
during the 1%t century BC — were uncovered at the bottom
of the latter. Some clavi caligarii were recovered in the
ditch’s fillings (fig. 4).
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Figure 2. Archaeological traces documented in La Veguilla (A), Villa Maria (B), Carrecastrillo (C) and Los Andinales (D).

Los Andinales sector

Aerial surveys attested to the existence of a military
camp in connection to the siege lines here. Magnetometry
allowed us to define the limits of this slightly irregular
playing-card-shaped enclosure of c.2.7 ha and identify
its northern gate. It also showed that a gap separated the
ditches of the circumvallatio and the camp (fig.5). The
excavations uncovered two V-shaped ditches with a simple
stratigraphic sequence of fillings. They were the only
structural remains documented for the contravallation
(fig. 3C). The camp revealed the foundations of a stone and
earth rampart in addition to a singular V-shaped defensive
fossa. Some sherds of Late Iron Age pottery were recovered
from the bottom of the ditch, while a clavus caligae was
lost when building (or razing) the rampart (fig. 4).

Carrecastrillo and Santa Olalla sectors

The 2022 campaign focused on the eastern sector of
the siege scenario. In Carrecastrillo, the excavation of
the circumvallation resulted in the uncovering of two
wide V-shaped ditches (2.00-3.30 m). The inner one was

intentionally filled with cut stone blocks that probably
belonged to the defensive rampart in this area (fig. 3D).
Othertracesindicate the existence of a playing-card-shaped
camp with at least two building phases. The enclosure
shows two separate defensive lines in its southeast sector
and some distinctive variations in its defensive perimeter.
They both show a shallow V-shaped ditch (c.2 m wide
by 0.5 m deep), but the ramparts’ foundations vary from
clayey soils to deposits of stone and compacted earth. A
lead slingshot projectile, a trilobate arrow and some clavi
caligarii come from these test trenches (fig. 4).

Some researchers have stated that some traces
documented in Santa Olalla could belong to another
military installation (Didierjean et al. 2014). Our metal-
detecting oriented surveys recovered some Roman
hobnails and Late Iron Age decorative fittings in 2019.
However, these pieces are superficial finds and coexist
with other materials of different chronologies altered by
the ploughing. Most likely, the features documented here
correspond to the fencing of a Roman suburban complex
located northwards.
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Figure 3. The defences of the Carrecastro (A) and Villa Maria camps (B). Los Andinales sector (C). The circumvallatio inner ditch in
Carrecastrillo (D).

Dating of the siege scenario
The archaeological interventions of 2021 and 2022
revealed that the structures related to the Roman military
presence have suffered the effects of constant ploughing
heavily. Both ramparts’ dismantling and ditches’ filling
started in ancient times, possibly as soon as the siege
structures ceased to be in use. The **C-dating of charcoal
found at the bottom of the outer circumvallation ditch in
Los Andinales sets its initial filling in cal BC 97-cal AD 5
(10). An animal bone found in the upper deposits filling
the external ditch of Villa Maria indicates that the process
concluded cal BC 40-cal AD 75 (10), possibly in connection
with the Roman agricultural exploitation of these fields.
Pending the combined analysis of the results of the OSL
dating, the eight soil samples taken at the bottom of the
ditches in Carrecastro, Villa Maria and Los Andinales
in 2021 point to the 1%tcentury BC as the most likely
chronological horizon for the destruction of military
structures. However, the Carrecastro camp could be
slightly later than the siege scenario, which is interesting
considering the absence of a structural connection.

Most of the material findings came from the surface
levels affected by the ploughing, with elements dating
from the Late Iron Age to the present day. We have

already mentioned the scarce pottery documented in
undisturbed contexts, with some indigenous and Roman
productions that would not have been more recent
than the 1stcentury BC. Among the metallic findings, we
can highlight the morphological similarities between
elements found in the Roman camps and the oppidum
that could date back to the 50-30’s BC (Poux 2008;
Istenic et al. 2015).

Conclusions
Since 2017, we have used different methodologies
to understand better the transformations of the
archaeological landscapes in the Sasamén area and
answer specific research questions, such as how the
Turmogi were effectively incorporated into the Roman
Empire. The discovery of a massive siege scenario
around the indigenous oppidum of Cerro Castarrefio
allows us to defy the traditional historical narratives
based on the classical written sources and question
whether their account is simply incomplete or
purposedly inaccurate.

Regarding the precise dating of this episode, the
study of ephemeral archaeological contexts poses
a methodological challenge. The limited evidence
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indicates that the events probably occurred in
the 15t century BC, a period of intense military activity in
Iberia. Without ruling out other previous conflicts, the
chronological proximity of the campaigns of Statilius
Taurus against the Vaccaei (29 BC) leads us to think that
this event could be one of the obscure actions leading
to the ex Hispania victories mentioned by the Fasti
Triumphales in the 30’s and 20’s of the 1%t century BC
(Amela Valverde 2006).

No similar violent episode has been documented
yet in the area, so one might wonder if the Turmogian
reaction to the Roman expansion was unitarian and
whether the foundation of Segisamo was a reward or
a punishment. The siege of Cerro Castarrefio could
have been an extreme, exemplary and dissuasive
action that preceded the fear policy applied by the
Roman army in Cantabria (26-19 BC). However, it is
not clear that it meant the complete extermination of
the indigenous people. The Roman city excavations
reveal a strong indigenous component during the Late
Republican-Early Imperial phase (Abasolo Alvarez &
Garcia Rozas 1993). As late as 163, a former resident
of Sasamon was still referred to as Tormogus Hispanus
natus Segisamone (CIL VI.24162).
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STRATEGY AND STRUCTURES
ALONG THE ROMAN FRONTIER

This publication — Strategy and Structures along the Roman
Frontiers —is the second volume of the LIMES XXV’s congress
proceedings and deals with the following themes: Roman military
activities during the Republic; the early frontier formation
processes and tribal reshuffling; new insights in the installations of
the Roman armies; an odyssey along different Limes regions; the
collapse of Roman frontiers; the afterlife of frontier fortifications.
The proceedings are all arranged around the original sessions,
creating coherent thematical collections that make the vast output
more accessible to generalists and specialists alike.

Frontiers are zones, or lines, of contact and coercion, of exchange
and exclusion. As such they often express some of the most typical

elements of the socio-political spac%s thatare deﬁned by thent. f 5 ¥

Spanning some 6,000 km ifteiat P s

barriers and fringes of semi-desert, the frontiersof the R&mah » 1 2 N D 3a3 30

empire offer a wide variety of avenues and tOpics foravery— - = if&— :

diverse community of scholars. They are the central subject of the
International Congress of Roman Frontier Studies (or just Limes
Congress after the Latin word for ‘border’), organised every three
years since 1949. This four-volume publication contains most of
the papers presented at the 25th edition which was hosted by the
municipality of Nijmegen in August 2022.

sidestonep ress

Il

Proceedings of the 25" International “ ‘
Congress of Roman Frontier Studies 2 7894641262780




	Preface
	PART 1
	The siege of Cerro Castarreño 
	Assessing the impact of Rome on the transformation of an archaeological landscape between the river Duero valley and the Cantabrian Mountains (Spain)
	José M. Costa-García and Jesús García Sánchez




