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Un dia que tenga tiempo
os contaré la aventura de mi infancia

con el lobo Franco.

Yo era una caperucita roja en zona roja.

El lobo Franco se enter6 que en mi cestita

no llevaba solomillo y queso para mi abuelita
y al ver que llevaba libros y poesia,

mandd su jauria

y me detuvo en la Gran Via.

Los criados del lobo
me metieron en prision,
me mordisquearon a gusto,

por poco me muero del susto.

En el bosque de cemento
pasé un miedo atroz.
Yo era una caperucita roja

y “el Franco” un lobo feroz.

“Yo era Caperucita”, Gloria Fuertes
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RESUMEN

Pocos periodos de la historia reciente espafiola resultan tan conflictos como la
Guerra Civil. El conflicto acaecido durante tres afios, de 1936 a 1939, sigue presente en
la conciencia colectiva de la sociedad espafiola, que es deudora del trauma pasado y de
un recuerdo que no deja de manifestarse como tan necesario como temido. Hay momentos
que marcan profundamente la vision del pasado que tiene una determinada comunidad, y
este es uno de ellos. El enfrentamiento entre endogrupo y exogrupo se Vvivié con una
virulencia extrema que sacudid las raices y las concepciones mas profundas de la
comunidad del momento. La asuncion de que la realidad se resquebrajaba ante los ojos
de cada uno de los participantes quedé marcada como un momento traumatico de dificil
superacion. La verdad quedd fragmentada en miles de visiones subjetivas de lo sucedido
que no solo se excindieron y enfrentaron durante décadas, sino que sufrieron bajo el yugo
de la dictadura franquista impuesta por las armas el olvido de todo aquello que no sirviera
para la instauracion del nuevo régimen, y la transformacion del pasado en un relato
triunfalista destinado a reforzar el poder de los nuevos duefios del Estado.

En medio de esta situacion, la lucha por el recuerdo se convirtié en una constante
desde los primeros momentos. La memoria de lo sucedido se transformé en el arma
idénea ante la sinrazdn del olvido. A través de la palabra presentificada, muchos de los
participantes en el conflicto procuraron transmitir su grito de combate gracias a una
subjetividad presentificada a partir de sus textos. En esta linea, el objetivo de este trabajo
es presentar las interrelaciones que se sucedieron entre la literatura y la historia desde el
analisis de los textos de catorce autores de diversos origenes y situaciones vitales —Aub,
Morla Lynch, De Lera, Barea, Oyarzabal Smith, Alvarez del Vayo, Mera, Fortin, De
Pedro, Méndez, Corral, Quifiones, Galvan y Zufiiga—, con la intencién de mostrar la
potencialidad que es capaz de desplegar el recuerdo desde el intento de observar un

pasado que se desvanece ante nuestros 0jos.
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ABSTRACT

Few periods in recent Spanish history are as conflictive as the Civil War. The
struggle that took place during three years, from 1936 to 1939, is still present in the
collective conscience of Spanish society, which is indebted to the trauma of the past and
to a memory that never ceases to manifest itself as necessary as it is feared. There are
moments that deeply mark the vision of the past that a certain community has of the past,
and this is one of them. The confrontation between in-group and out-group was
experienced with an extreme virulence that shook the roots and the deepest conceptions
of the community at the time. The assumption that reality was cracking before the eyes
of each of the participants was marked as a traumatic moment that was difficult to
overcome. The truth was fragmented into thousands of subjective visions of what
happened, which were not only excused and confronted for decades, but suffered under
the yoke of Franco’s dictatorship imposed by arms, the forgetting of everything that did
not serve for the establishment of the new regime, and the transformation of the past into
a triumphalist story aimed at strengthening the power of the new owners of the State.

In the midst of this situation, the struggle for remembrance became a constant
from the first stages. The memory of what happened became the ideal weapon in the face
of the unreason of oblivion. Through the presentified word, many of the participants in
the conflict tried to transmit their cry of combat thanks to a presentified subjectivity from
their texts. In this line, the aim of this study is to present the interrelationships that took
place between literature and history from the analysis of the texts of fourteen authors of
diverse origins and life situations —Aub, Morla Lynch, De Lera, Barea, Oyarzabal Smith,
Alvarez del Vayo, Mera, Fortin, De Pedro, Méndez, Corral, Quifiones, Galvan and
ZafAiga—, with the intention of showing the potential that memory is capable of

displaying from the attempt to observe a past that vanishes before our eyes.
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1. Motivacién y razon del tema de estudio

“En el dia de hoy, cautivo y desarmado el Ejército Rojo, han alcanzado las tropas
nacionales sus ultimos objetivos militares. La guerra ha terminado”. Pocas palabras
resultaron tan ominosas como las pronunciadas por Franco desde Burgos el 1 de abril de
1939. Este breve parte de guerra supuso la constatacion de una victoria que deja sentir
sus consecuencias incluso méas de ocho décadas después de producirse. La represion y el
silencio que se impusieron sobre la memoria de lo sucedido tras la instauracion definitiva
del régimen franquista obligarian a recurrir al arma de la palabra presentificada para
combatir mediante el recuerdo una visién fracturada de la realidad que no se correspondia
con lo sucedido.

El estudio de la Guerra Civil espafiola no solo resulta complejo por la enorme
cantidad de material que hay a disposicion del investigador, sino también por el gran
namero de trabajos que se han realizado sobre esta temaética, asi como por la polémica
que sigue generando dentro de nuestra sociedad actual. Si hay un momento de la historia
reciente de nuestro pais que siga presente dentro de la conciencia colectiva en tal medida
y con tanta capacidad como para seguir dictando, en muchas ocasiones, la agenda politica,
es, sin duda, este. Desde la polémica generada por el traslado de los restos del dictador
Francisco Franco del Valle de Cuelgamuros al cementerio de Mingorrubio hasta las
alusiones que cada cierto tiempo se pueden escuchar al respecto por parte de diferentes
personalidades politicas, se trata de un periodo que sigue en el imaginario colectivo de
nuestra sociedad, y cuyos sucesos contintan formando parte de lo que somos hoy en dia.
Acercarse a este conflicto, tantas veces denominado como fraticida, supone tanto un reto
como una necesidad para poder comprender la memoria actual de la sociedad espafiola.

El objetivo de este trabajo es multiple. Por un lado, explorar las relaciones
existentes entre literatura e historia a través de un conjunto de textos que pueden ser
englobados como parte de ambos campos metodologicos. Se tratard la problematica en
torno a la definicion de un texto como literario a través del estudio de las obras del corpus
primario. Por otro lado, se trabajara a partir de la base de las diferencias y parecidos en la
reflexion histérica que relacionan tanto a la labor historiografica como a la ficcion cuando
se utilizan para analizar nuestro pasado. Ahi es donde radica una subjetividad que, para
tedricos como Hayden White, se encuentra en el modo de contar los hechos, la vision
personal que el historiador o el escritor decidan otorgar a al texto. Se pretende analizar

un espacio poroso y contradictorio, en el que la verdad se diluye dentro de unos textos
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que utilizan el recuerdo y la reconstruccion del pasado como medio para explicar el
presente y el futuro. EI segundo objetivo es explorar como los diferentes textos, ya sean
referenciales o ficticios, utilizan la ideologia como una base sobre la que construyen su
discurso. La intencionalidad y las ideas del autor se reflejan en ellos, de gran utilidad
como herramienta dentro del proceso discursivo. Aquellos géneros que podemos englobar
dentro de la literatura de la memoria, una de las fuentes de la historiografia, introducen y
tratan los hechos de una manera diferente a como lo hace una novela de ficcion. A pesar
de utilizar dos corpus linguisticos diferenciados, ambos proyectos se complementan e
interrelacionan en su vertiente memorialistica y cohesiva entre la literatura y la historia,
mostrando cémo el anélisis de los diferentes aspectos de un mismo &mbito puede
ayudarnos a entender mejor como se Vvivié una época de tanta relevancia para nuestro
pasado contemporaneo.

Consideramos que este trabajo puede ayudar a mostrar nuevos caminos en el
espacio interdisciplinar existente entre los estudios literarios y los historiogréficos,
afiadiendo nuevas perspectivas sobre la focalizacion y las mdultiples perspectivas que
admite un mismo hecho histérico, complementando trabajos como los de Josefina Cuesta,
que trata sobre el tratamiento dado al recuerdo; los estudios de Manuel Aznar relativos a
la literatura de la Republica y de la Guerra Civil y su relacion con el exilio y con la
revolucidn; las reflexiones sobre la subjetividad en el discurso histérico del profesor
Hayden White; el papel del régimen franquista en la represién de los vencidos, tal y como
nos muestra Paul Preston; Paul Ricoeur y sus estudios sobre las relaciones entre la
temporalidad historiografica y el discurso literario; la articulacién del pasado y de la
visién del otro que muestra Frangois Hartog; Sebastiaan Faber y sus estudios sobre el acto
afiliativo y la literatura; el cuestionamiento de la historia de los vencedores hecha desde
los estudios sobre posmemoria de Marianne Hirsch; Jan Assmann y su concepto de
mnemohistoria; Astrid Erll y su concepcion de la literatura como un medio de transmision
de la memoria cultural; la reconstruccion del pasado a traves de la memoria del grupo,
como muestran los trabajos de Ann Rigney; o los estudios sobre la definicion del espacio
desde la memoria de Maurice Halbwachs.

El objetivo central de este proyecto serd, por lo tanto, ofrecer un estudio concreto
de las diferencias y similitudes entre los textos factuales y los textos diegéticos,
mostrando ademas como influye el discurso ideolégico a la hora de utilizar un
determinado marco genérico. Todo ello mientras se procura poner de relieve el papel que

tiene la memoria y la investigacién llevada a cabo desde el &mbito de los Estudios de la
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Memoria dentro de este espacio liminar entre diferentes disciplinas. Este proposito,
debido a su amplitud, ha sido llevado a cabo a cabo atendiendo principalmente a los
siguientes aspectos derivados: (1) a través del contraste entre los ejemplos de textos de la
literatura de la memoria con las obras historiograficas de ese mismo periodo, mostrando
su mayor o menor objetividad respecto a los hechos narrados; (2) estudiando la
focalizacion y la forma de exponer un determinado hecho histérico desde diferentes
perspectivas, mostrando el papel de la subjetividad en este proceso; (3) mediante la
reflexion sobre las razones que tiene un autor para utilizar un determinado género textual
a la hora de mostrar su perspectiva personal sobre los hechos; (4) desentrafiando la
funcién que ejerce la verdad dentro de un periodo histérico en el que la multivocidad de
interpretaciones sobre el presente y el pasado contribuyeron a diluir conceptos de gran
importancia como la exactitud de los hechos, la certeza, y la autenticidad; (5) examinando
la contraposicion de discursos que se llevo a cabo durante este periodo, y que permea en
los diferentes textos ficcionales y memorialisticos del corpus, observando la poralizacién
sobre la cual se construyeron y su mayor o menor cercania hacia los hechos ocurridos.
Asimismo, mediante este trabajo se pretende valorar el papel que la historiografia sobre
la Guerra Civil espafiola ha tenido en la concepcion de la historia reciente de nuestro pais,
asi como el alcance de sus diferentes interpretaciones sobre los textos que reflexionan
sobre el conflicto y sus consecuencias.

La motivacion inicial de este trabajo se encuentra, sin embargo, alejada del &mbito
de la Guerra Civil. Inicialmente, nuestro propoésito era explorar como funcionan los
procesos de enfrentamiento entre la realidad y la ficcion en torno al espinoso tema de la
verdad, tomando como espacio de analisis marcos genéricos como el que ofrece la ciencia
ficcion. A través de muchos de los textos que forman parte de este género, la critica que
se lleva a cabo sobre la sociedad se realiza de manera oblicua, gracias al espejo
valleinclaniano que nos ofrecen este tipo de diégesis. Tenemos la suerte de poder seguir
adentrandonos en estas cuestiones de manera paralela a nuestro estudio de la Guerra Civil
espafola, pero esta motivacion inicial de explorar los fundamentos conceptuales que tiene
una sociedad sobre si misma es también, en cierto sentido, el fundamento de este trabajo.
Aungue hayamos desviado nuestra atencion en las paginas que siguen al pasado reciente
de nuestro pais, nuestro proposito ha sido intentar mostrar como esta misma diatriba entre
la realidad factual y el pretendido discurso que la transmite sufrieron una enorme factura

dentro de este periodo.

20



El marco de la memoria y su transmision nos permite entender como la verdad no
solo puede ser algo multifacétivo y voluble, sino que también puede ser escondida y
tergiversada con el objetivo de lograr el control sobre toda una sociedad. Su estudio,
dentro de un periodo en el que la realidad parecio desaparecer para ser sustituida por una
miriada de visiones parciales sobre el conflicto, puede ayudarnos a entender como los
procesos de recuerdo y de elaboracion de una imagen colectiva del pasado funcionan
dentro de una sociedad que ha vivido el trauma de una guerra de estas caracteristicas y de
una posterior dictadura de cuatro décadas. La vision del otro, asi como los procesos de
deshumanizacién y de reelaboracion particular del grupo juega asi un papel de gran
relevancia dentro de la concepcion de un determinado conjunto de individuos que pueden
dejar de ser vistos como parte integrante del «nosotros».

Todo ello dentro del marco de una ciudad que, como Madrid, conjug6 durante el
conflicto tanto su caracter material como una faceta simbdlica que se desarrollo a lo largo
del conflicto. Hemos decidido centrar nuestro estudio precisamente en un momento muy
concreto de la historia de esta ciudad, el Gltimo mes de la Guerra Civil espafiola que se
vivio en su entramado urbano. Ello se debe no solo al hecho de que se trate de un conjunto
de textos poco estudiados —puesto que sobre la guerra se ha escrito mucho, pero solo
acerca de ciertos eventos determinados—, sino que es precisamente en el espacio
imaginado en el que se convirtid la capital espafiola durante el conflicto donde
consideramos que se puede apreciar con mayor claridad lo que supuso esta pérdida de
una vision univoca sobre la concepcién de la verdad que culmind con la institucién de la
derrota republicana. Madrid, como espacio de todos y de nadie, se convierte asi en el
escenario ideal para intentar desentrafiar lo que significo la tragedia del desmoronamiento
de la Republica espafiola tanto desde un plano factual, como desde el simbolismo que
adquirié como centro del conflicto. Y todo ello porque, como explica Andrés Trapiello,

se trata de una ciudad

estrepitosa y bizarra (por decirlo con dos italianismos) y, si se le pilla el punto, fascinante. No
hace falta haber nacido en Madrid, ni vivir aqui, para darse cuenta. Claro que si dijera lo
contrario tampoco se molestaria nadie, porque la mayoria de los madrilefios que yo he
conocido no son narcisistas, y las madrilefias menos aun; presumidos, quiza algo mas que en
otras partes, pero narcisistas no me lo han parecido. Ademas, casi nadie es de Madrid, y
cuando te encuentras con alguien que nacié en la famosa «Villa del oso y el madrofio»
tampoco te cobra una perra por ello: «haber nacido en Madrid no da derecho a nada» y «en

Madrid todo es de todos». Lo primero lo dijo Giménez Caballero, que escribié un libro que
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se titula Madrid nuestro, y lo segundo, Tomas Borras, uno de los personajes de La tertulia del
Café de Pombo.

A menudo oimos: «no sé como podéis vivir en Madrid». Y llevan razén. Yo tampoco me lo
explico. Pero si puedo , nunca me iré de esta casa ni de este barrio; cada dia los encuentra uno,
cémo decirlo, méas cercanos, sin que por ello vea que se lo estemos quitando a nadie. Esta
ciudad nos sienta a todos como ropa de nifio pobre, «corta y larga». Lo que tiene de urbe lo
tiene también de «campesino y lugarefio», como se encargan de recordar una vez al afio los
rebafios de merinas que atraviesan la cafiada que pasa por la Puerta de Alcala. (...) Para los
que nos gusta lo nuevo tanto como lo viejo, es una ventaja, aunque sin salir de Espafia hay
por lo menos media docena de ciudades que la superan en todo o en parte, y saliendo, muchas
mas (Trapiello, 2020: 9).

2. Estructura y metodologia

El final de la Guerra Civil espafiola fue un periodo complejo y de profundas
implicaciones para el futuro del pais. Durante apenas tres meses, se decicidio el destino
de una Espafa que iba a vivir durante los préximos cuarenta afios bajo el yugo de la
dictadura. Los eventos que se sucedieron en este breve periodo pueden ser analizados
desde tres espacios principales. Por un lado, la caida de Catalufia y los cientos de miles
de refugiados que cruzaron la frontera pirenaica durante el mes de febrero de 1939, asi
como la progresiva huida del gobierno republicano hasta su Gltimo bastién peninsular,
situado durante unos pocos dias en la localidad girondense de Figueras. EI drama humano
que supuso esta rapida evacuacion del territorio, asi como las multiples historias de
quienes terminaron pasando, tanto por las penurias del exilio frances, como por los
campos de concentracion que se levantaron en el pais vecino, justificaria en si mismo uno
0 mas trabajos de estas caracteristicas. Por otro lado, el fallido intento de evacuacion que
se llevo a cabo tras la caida de Madrid, en la costa levantina, donde la ciudad de Alicante
vio cdmo se negaba el embarque a miles de republicanos que terminarian siendo
conducidos a los campos de concentracion franquista —con testimonios tan notables
como el de la novela Campo de los almendros (1968), de Max Aub—, también nos habria
permitido un analisis detenido de cémo se vivio el final de la contienda entre los
derrotados.

La vision que vamos a ofrecer en este trabajo de Madrid responde, sin embargo, a
la creencia de que este tercer escenario de la caida de la Republica no solo tiene también
un corpus considerable de textos que se refieren al mismo, sino que el simbolismo que la

capital espariola adquirio durante el conflicto permiten obtener un sentido global sobre lo
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que supuso el final de la guerra que permite entender tanto lo que significo el derrotismo
y los enfrentamientos internos entre los republicanos, como la trascendencia que la
victoria franquista adquirio tanto para aquellos que vivieron durante este periodo, como
para los testigos de la memoria de generaciones mas recientes que siguen acercandose a
este momento de la historia de nuestro pais.

Para poder ofrecer esta imagen de lo sucedido, nuestra intencion ha sido estudiar
una serie de textos que tratan, de manera mas o menos directa, lo sucedido en Madrid
durante el mes de marzo de 1939, con el objetivo de desentrafiar el simbolismo que
transmiten estas diferentes visiones de los hechos a la luz de la memoria transmitida y de
la vision contrapuesta de un otro siempre demasiado complejo como para poder ser
aprehendido en su totalidad. En esta linea, hemos procurado atender a diferentes
tipologias genéricas, desde la ficcion hasta la literatura de la memoria, con el objetivo de
explorar como el recuerdo del final de la guerra —tanto personal como comunitario— se
articula en los diferentes autores y épocas. Esto nos permite ofrecer un cuadro de la
situacion temética que ha sido trabajada al respecto, con especial atencion a la tematica 'y
al simbolismo que los asuntos tratados —el golpe de Estado del coronel Casado y la
significacion de un Madrid visto desde la otredad del enfrentamiento—.

De esta manera, hemos dividido el trabajo en cuatro grandes blogues, que
estructuran el estudio que procuramos ofrecer y permiten al lector adentrarse en estas
diversas visiones sobre nuestro pasado desde la asuncion de que se trata de fragmentos
separados de una misma verdad que necesitan ser estudiados de manera contrastiva. En
este sentido, el primer bloque —titulado “Memoria y olvido: el recuerdo del pasado como
didlogo con nuestro presente”— pretende explorar cdmo se interrelacionan todos estos
procesos de recuerdo desde el marco de los Estudios de la Memoria. Para ello, a través
de los dos subapartados que lo componen —denominados “Memoria, otredad y
compromiso: el recuerdo del pasado visto desde el yo” y “De historia como ficcion, y
ficcion como historia. El estatuto de la historiografia en cuestion”— se procura contrastar
la problematica existente sobre el acceso que tenemos como seres humanos a lo sucedido
en el pasado con el andlisis de un recuerdo que, aun siendo transmisor de la verdad, ayuda
también a poner esta en entredicho desde su re-construccidn y su re-presentificacion.

El segundo de los blogues que componen este trabajo —bajo el titulo de “Casado
contra Negrin: las maquinaciones de Burgos y la fractura definitiva de la Reptblica”—
establece el imprescindible analisis historico que un trabajo de estas caracteristicas

necesita. Acompanado del subapartado denominado “El golpe de Estado de Casado y la
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caida definitiva de la Republica”, el posterior anélisis que llevemos a cabo del corpus
primario se beneficiara de la diatriba historiografica que procura desentrafar lo realmente
sucedido durante el golpe de Estado del coronel Casado. Historia y ficcion se contrastan
asi en un esfuerzo por establecer un paradigma de analisis fronterizo entre diferentes
disciplinas que se pueda beneficiar del estudio de los margenes para intentar explorar la
capacidad del recuerdo para acercarnos a la verdad.

Una vez establecidas las bases teoricas del trabajo, el analisis del corpus primario
se presenta en dos grandes bloques. Hubiera resultado en extremo dificultoso —dadas las
caracteristicas de este estudio— acercarnos con el mismo grado de detalle y profundidad
a los temas presentados lineas arriba en todos los textos que hemos recogido. No solo su
variedad y visién plural impide categorizarlos y agruparlos con facilidad, sino que su
enfoque también diverge del estricto relato sobre lo sucedido en los Gltimos meses —o
incluso semanas— de la guerra. Por ello, y para enriquecer el analisis que se ofrece en el
ultimo apartado, el tercer bloque —bajo el titulo de “La victoria sobre Madrid: entre la
épica y el derrotismo”— nos permite adentrarnos en el complejo fenémeno textual que
se estudia en este trabajo desde maltiples perspectivas. En esta linea —tras una seccién
introductoria denominada “Guerra, vida y cronica: un recorrido por los testimonios del
final del conflicto”—, el texto se adentra en un conjunto de trece obras que exploran el
Madrid republicano tanto desde la memoria directa de lo sucedido —en “Escribir con
sangre: el grito sobre lo sucedido al final del conflicto”, con los casos de Barea, Oyarzabal
Smith, Alvarez del Vayo y Mera— como desde la diégesis que busca transmitir el
recuerdo desde la subjetividad que ofrece la ficcion —en “La ficcion como vehiculo de
la realidad: la narracion de la caida”, donde se analizan textos de Fortun, De Pedro,
Méndez, Corral, Quifiones, Galvan y Zufiga—.

El dltimo de los blogues de este trabajo —titulado “Madrid, capital de la
derrota”— reune lo estudiado en los apartados precedentes para intentar explicar la caida
simbolica de la ciudad de Madrid desde la comparativa entre el analisis del recuerdo que
ha podido ser apreciado en los textos precedentes y la problematica historiografica que
rodea a este periodo de nuestra historia reciente. A través del apartado denominado “La
ficcion como espejo del pasado: Relaciones y conexiones entre la ficcion de Max Aub y
la memoria viva de Carlos Morla Lynch” —tras una seccion introductoria designada
como “El fin de un mito”—, el anélisis de los Diarios del diplomatico chileno Carlos
Morla Lynch se entrelaza al estudio de la novela de Max Aub Campo del moro para

ofrecer al lector una vision de la inmediatez de lo sucedido desde la comparativa entre
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diégesis y memoria —en linea, asi, con el espirituo conjunto de este trabajo—. En esta
investigacion se presenta como se vivio la guerra desde la conciencia de su significacion,
a través de unos textos donde queda patente la fuerza de la subjetividad y de la diégesis
para re-construir un recuerdo colectivo sobre un periodo tan traumatico como el final de
la Guerra Civil espafiola. Finalmente, a esta percepcion de lo sucedido desde el presente
revivido que ofrecen Aub y Morla Lynch se suma aquella mostrada por Angel Maria de
Lera desde el interior de la Espafia franquista con su novela Las Ultimas banderas —en
el apartado titulado “Angel Maria de Lera: entre el derrotismo republicano y la sombra
del franquismo”—, donde la equiparacion de ambos bandos entre el olvido y la
recuperacion de parte de la memoria prohibida sirve de colofén a nuestro analisis de la

memoria sobre este particular periodo de nuestra historia.

25



CONCLUSIONS
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This was not intended to be a work about the Spanish Civil War itself. Much has
been researched and written about this conflict, to the point that it is difficult to navigate
the complex web of studies that confront the novice researcher. The war not only meant
a drastic period of hunger and pain for millions of Spaniards, but it has marked the social
and political life of the country up to the present day. It would be difficult to understand
the contemporary reality of Spain if we did not approach, with a critical voice, the
traumatic moment that is still present in the collective memory of Spanish society.
Beyond polemics and false inventions, the study of what happened from objectivity and
academic rigor continues to be an effort as necessary as it is essential. Only through the
critical evaluation of our past will we be able to glimpse the reality of our present.

The narrative of the past and its reality is immersed in a web of meanings that
forces historiography to assume its need to relativize the objectivity that the discourse on
the past has on our society. The ambivalence of our societies is inscribed in the
narrativization of a reality that is seen from the cultural framework as a way of threading
the nature of a given in-group. The other, the out-group, plays a role of great relevance in
this identity process, since it is necessary to specify both what is not ours and what is part
of it in order to construct the narrative limits of the group. Thus, as the philosopher Homi
K. Bhabha explains about the concept of nation —as one of the most productive in-
groups—, “the ambivalent antagonistic perspective of nation as narration will establish
the cultural boundaries of the nation so that they may be acknowledged as «containing»
thresholds of meaning that must be crossed, erased and translated in the process of cultural
production” (Bhabha, 1990: 4). Bhabha exposes a process of change and reelaboration of
what happened that situates the problem of postcolonialism within the identity optic not
so much of the countries and groups that suffered these processes, but of the in-group
identity bequeathed by the colonizers that continues to configure an important part of
society as an «other» outside the limits of the «us». Antagonism between in-groups is
therefore a natural consequence of these processes of otherness that seek to radiate their
partial vision of existence as a way of conceiving an increasingly problematized us.

The liminal space in which this relationship develops becomes the basis of the
vision of the other, which develops beyond itself to encompass precisely the otherness in
which it has been reflected by the specular image that the in-group has of it. The out-
group thus acquires its own category within the liminarity of this connection. This

exposes the problematic of approaching this no-man's space in which, precisely, we can
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try to apprehend this elusive conception of the other that is continually rewritten from the
outside.

Human beings, when studying and evaluating the environment in which they must
develop their functions, use a series of stored knowledge by means of which they can
recognize the environment without fear of being mistaken. These are not factual data,
supported by the verification of their veracity, but a series of preconceived ideas
necessary to ensure that this development, which in many cases must be rapid, does not
take long enough to impede its usefulness. Intergroup relations are also subject to a series
of conflicts that condition the response of each of its individuals, orienting and modifying
their opinions and relationships according to whether they act as individuals or as
members of the group. In fact, the more these ideas are introduced in the narrative, the
more all the members of a particular in-group can take part in a modification of materiality

that is able to supersede, even, the reality where we live. It can be stated that

las caracteristicas restantes del DP [Dangerous Speech] son la atribucion de culpa, la
construccion de amenazas, la destruccion de alternativas, la autoimagen virtuosa y el sesgo
de futuro. Aceptar que un exogrupo es culpable 0 que supone una amenaza, estar convencido
de que la auto-conservacion de un endogrupo requiere tomar medidas drasticas y aceptar
promesas de que esas medidas drésticas producirdn los resultados deseados, son actitudes que

explotan las emociones morales y el razonamiento moralizado (Marques, 2020: 227).

The violence of the discurse can, thus, be encouraged by means of a narrative
created with the purpose of consolidating a particular control and vision of a group. The
other is seen as an image of us, thanks to the assumption of our collectivity as surrounded
by frontiers signified, precisely, by this reconstruction of the different. The artificial
division between what is good and what is evil serves the purpose of raise a Manichaean
view of society that allows the in-group to maintain its cultural sociological boundaries,
with no respect to the consequences that this vision of the other can cause on the members
of the out-group. All along, the narratives created by the in-group can only be expresses
in the liminar space where this conceptions of what is ours and what is theirs is expressed.

Ambivalence thus becomes an indispensable requirement of a reconfiguration of
the past that moves within the frontier, due to its need to conjugate a motley web of
meanings that only from this process of resignification can serve us to understand a
memory of heterogeneous and varied character. The narrativization of what happened

thus becomes a necessity of historiography, once it accepts to relativize the objectivity of
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our society’ds discourse on the past. In this sense, the present is arranged before our eyes
as an intermediate step towards a fragmentary and elusive past that we must face as a
previous instance towards the understanding of our temporality. Reality is thus placed as
a yearning before the interests of the endogroup, at the same time that the very conception
of the present as a necessary frontier between past and future, a temporal entity that is
found in either of these two moments each time we approach it, is blurred.

Throughout this project, we have been able to appreciate how the works of the
different authors treated were involved in the same problems, although each one carried
out this process from his particular vision of the war. The personal experiences that in
many cases form the substratum of these narratives —as well as the vision of the
collective memory on which they are based— authorize us to build a complex collage
that —far from presenting few relationships between its components— allows us to
reconstruct a reality that is difficult to glimpse because of the varied perspectives.

The recollection of what happened is thus constructed through the interrelation
between contrasting and complementary experiences that do not cease to affect and revise
the same basic ideas. Indeed, throughout this research work it can be seen how Casado’s
coup d’état not only meant the definitive blow against the republican power structures —
precipitating the end of the conflict and closing the possibility of carrying out a wider
evacuation of those who would later be persecuted— but it also meant the change of
perspective on an already decayed and diminished myth such as the city of Madrid itself.
Far from remaining in the materiality of the conflict —present, however, in each of the
texts treated— the place occupied by the capital surpassed its spatial limits to take up
residence in the realm of legend. To speak of Madrid in the final weeks of 1939 is, for
each of the authors we have analyzed, to try to unravel how it was possible for disaster
and defeat to rage in such a way against the Republican power structures and the fighting
spirit that had kept the battles alive up to that moment. For it was not only a problem of
lack of war material, supplies or physical fatigue after almost three years of conflict, but
the defeat transcended its material scope to take its toll on the spirit of resistance and the
confidence in the Republic that existed among those who continued to support the
legitimate government. Defeatism permeated among the civilian population and among
the military commanders, allowing Franco’s fifth column to take control of the streets of
Madrid long before Casado’s Consejo Nacional de Defensa left the capital. It is, therefore
—as reflected in the texts studied— the feeling that it was not possible to continue any

further that put an end to the republican fighting capacity; and not to the same extent the
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conviction that there was a communist conspiracy to seize power, or that Franco would
bend to the interests of a shared military class.

Casado’s coup d’état thus centers, in one way or another, the background of most
of the texts that have been the object of study in this work. However —and without
diminishing the importance of analyzing how this second blow to the legitimacy of the
Republican government was experienced and felt— the analysis of this historical process
transcends the materiality of what happened to allow us to observe how the feeling that
the Republic was finished, in one way or another, ended up burying the confidence in the
resistance of a large part of the population. The deception to which Franco subjected
Casado and the rest of the members of the Consejo Nacional de Defensa was thus the fruit
of this need to find a way out —even a miraculous one— of the desperate situation in
which they believed they found themselves. The belief in the lack of a way out of the war
thus meant the establishment of an atmosphere of credibility that made it possible to
ignore the continuous news that reached the capital about the persecutions and
assassinations that the military rebels were perpetrating throughout the conquered
territory. Without this implying that Casado, Mera, Besteiro or other members of the
Consejo Nacional de Defensa had any responsibility in this process —nor, on the other
way, that which corresponds to President Negrin and members of his government such as
Alvarez del Vayo himself— the fact remains that it was the breaking into a million pieces
of the city of Madrid as a symbol of resistance that provoked the beginning of the end.

The analysis of a situation that transcends the objectivity of historical discourse
and needs to resort to the subjectivity of memory to try to recompose a vision of what
happened revolves around Madrid. At the same time, the idea built around the capital
during the years of conflict goes beyond the physical limits of the capital to coexist within
a liminal space formed by the ideations and symbolizations that were carried out on this
place. Madrid denotes resistance, at the same time as defeat, in a permanent dance that
will only be resolved when it comes to signify victory. Many other spaces of the state
geography could have been analyzed as part of the vision of the conflict that we intended
to offer. The fall of the Catalonian Front meant the flight of hundreds of thousands of
Spaniards across the Pyrenees and was followed by an enormous human drama around
the hundreds of concentration camps that were devised to try to stop their advance. The
drama will also continue in places like Alicante, the last Republican stronghold in March
1939, where the hope of being able to flee from the massacre that Franco’s troops were

perpetrating throughout the Republican territory. Places like these, and many others,

472



could have been used for a work of these characteristics. But not only the need to establish
limits to our effort has forced us to focus on the analysis of what happened in the capital,
but the assumption that it is in the symbolization of this city where the physical limits of
the war were transcended to embody the tragedy of the entire Republic. That is why
Franco devoted so much effort in his capitulation without arms, to obtain a symbolic
surrender that would establish the strength of the New Spain that he intended to raise from
the ashes of the previous democracy. Only from the awareness of a Republic defeated by
itself and surrendered from within could this level of identification with the new
victorious capital be achieved, which would serve as a barrier between the reality of
repression and the new ideology to which Spaniards would be subjected for the next four
decades.

The reality of Franco’s victory is shown, in this way, through texts that, in most
cases, observe this situation from the presence of what is going to happen, without this
feared future having yet come to fruition. Madrid felt defeated weeks before the troops of
the military rebels entered the capital. The memory of what happened is thus transmitted
from the anticipation experienced by its own protagonists, as shown in works such as
Morla Lynch's. The awareness of the end thus became an absolute that would allow the
fifth columnists to deploy their gradual control over the capital, while the efforts of the
Consejo Nacional de Defensa were answered from Burgos with silence, if not with
delations or unrealizable demands. From this perspective, the different authors who have
approached this period allow us to appreciate snippets of a conflictive and confused
memory that submerges the characters in the morass of fear towards the future. The
present thus becomes a space of clash and change between a past of resistance that is
rejected and a future that does not want to be recognized. Both the former, still present in
the symbology of Madrid, and the latter, which is introduced through continuous
conversations and admissions, force the characters to move through a slippery present in
which they are unable to find their place.

That is why Madrid acquires a grayish and decayed tinge in some narratives in
which people struggle to survive in the midst of war. Between the ruin and the material
and symbolic destruction of the capital, the different diegesis and recollections studied
strive to narrate the untellable, while striving to explain that for which the characters
themselves seem unable to find a solution. The horror of the conflict is thus intermingled
with dismay at a defeat that seems to devour Madrid through fiction. In this way, Fortdn

presents us with a diegesis in which an innocent and external point of view such as that
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of the child’s gaze shows his dismay at the changes he observes around him, and at a
reality that is too cruel to be easily admitted. The other is thus reflected in the eyes of a
protagonist who ends up offering the reader a different vision of reality, marked by a
desperation that joins the need to continue believing in life. The gradual degradation of
Madrid shown by this author contrasts with a hope that is never questioned, while the
justifications that led to the creation of the Consejo Nacional de Defensa show their cracks
in the face of a defeatism that does not correspond to a Madrid that still retains its original
symbolism. In the same vein, the adventures of Argos that De Pedro relates in his diegesis
also have the advantage of a perspective in which it is the other who speaks, from the
margins of a reality that is always difficult to conceptualize and glimpse. The tricks
carried out by the fifth columnists are highlighted among the incomprehension of our
protagonist, who does not understand how these schemes do not come to the forefront in
the conscience of those around him. The degradation of Madrid is thus exacerbated amidst
the incomprehension and ignorance of someone who does not share the same state of
social understanding as the rest, since he is only capable of observing reality from a
liminal space. However, this allows him to glimpse the dangers of a future to which the
capital seems to be heading irremediably, without the gradual lack of humanity that he
appreciates in his wanderings through the streets of the city preventing him from ceasing
in his efforts to understand a reality that appears clearly and coherently to the reader
between the cracks of this same incomprehension that Argos shows. The brutality of the
entry of Franco’s troops will mean the definitive rupture with what was and can no longer
be, while the Madrid that Argos was determined to maintain and recover will be
accessible only in the oneiric space.

History intermingles with fiction in a diegesis in which the frontier between the
two forms of understanding the past is blurred, to the point of confusing one discourse
with the other. Fiction seems to triumph where misinformation and disregard for the truth
have mired the narrative of the past. The memory is transmitted to the reader, thus,
through a novelistic vision of the world, which has the effect of retelling the essence of
what happened through the example of a particular experience that, thanks to the diegetic
framework, becomes a universal example. It is in this way that Barea strives to transmit
the desperation of Madrid that he lived from the confrontation between different and the
social fracture, but in which he remained until almost the end of the conflict. With Barea
Madrid ends up becoming a gigantic prison from which there is no choice but to flee, as

it threatens to trap inside anyone who decides to stay inside. The tragedy that can be seen
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in the spirit of Vicente Dalmases in wanting to resist until the end in the besieged city has
its counterpart in the figure of the refugee who observes the capital from the distance of
his Parisian exile.

The human disaster becomes a symbol of a tragedy that the Republic leaves with
its disappearance. Barea thus shows us, among the fragments left by the democratic
regime, the desolation of a city that has lost its fighting spirit and extols the exodus as a
natural consequence of the disaster. Quifiones, for his part, explores the integrity of
Besteiro’s character in the face of the decision taken; not as a form of repentance, but as
an assumption of a destiny that never had to come, but which is presented before the
reader's eyes as an inexorable fact. The presence of what is going to happen to him is
interviewed by the reader from the conscience of a death as real as it is direct, with which
begins a diegesis that pretends to symbolize in Besteiro the destiny of a Republic
submerged in its contradictions, but faithful to its moral destiny. The prison into which
Francoism will turn Spain after its victory radiates from the Madrid of the victory to the
whole State, in a process that follows the steps of Besteiro’s character in his obligatory
journey to Andalusia. The prison atmosphere established in this diegesis exemplifies the
fears that are so present in most of the texts we have worked on, as a consequence of the
symbolic rupture of the Madrid of the resistance. Quifiones, together with Barea, Fortln
and De Pedro, explores the fall of the capital from the margins, with the aim of trying to
acquire a new perspective on the process of destruction of an other that should not have
been, but was forced to face a conflict of the magnitude of our civil war. The tragedy of
the fall of the capital is thus experienced, whether from inside or outside, as the tragedy
of those who resist accepting reality while it imposes itself before their eyes. As San

Martin Sala states,

La alienacion humana es fundamentalmente cosificacion, aquella concepcién del hombre que
se esfuerza en verlo como cosa, como producto natural determinado. La cosificacién no es ni
exteriorizacion ni objetivacion. El ser humano no se cosifica al objetivarse mediante el trabajo
o al producir cosas culturales, momento en el que por su actividad las cosas quedan
impregnadas de sentido humano, por tanto al producir e incorporar ideas en la naturaleza.
Todo esto, lejos de suponer cosificacion alguna, es lo contrario, humanizar el mundo. No nos
cosificamos al humanizar la naturaleza, sino al revés, nos cosificamos cuando nos vemos a

nosotros mismos como naturaleza (San Martin Sala, 2015: 278).
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Alienation is conveyed in the texts we studied as something necessary in the face
of confrontation with the different. The reification caused by this process immerses us in
a natural environment in which the human being as such only has a place without
rationality. The naturalization of the repression carried out by Franco obviated the
rationality that the process of symbolization of the struggle for Madrid had given to the
Republic. The loss of meaning in the fall of the symbol in which the capital became is
what other authors tried to combat who, from the political field, tried to transmit in their
memoirs the need to reconstitute the change produced and try to keep alive a struggle that
already seemed impossible after Franco’s victory. The humanity of the other, fractured
by Franco's regime, returns before the reader's eyes in combative and polemical texts that
seek to draw the West's attention to the damages and injustices committed by the new
dictatorial regime.

In this line, Alvarez Del Vayo tries to launch a cry —almost desperate— to an
international community that he has been trying to reach during the three years of conflict.
Defeat does not prevent the new world conflict that has been unleashed from serving as
a new framework for action to try to put an end to Franco’s regime, in the midst of a
positive vision of the situation that expresses, through words, the strength that the other
republican still has; in spite of Franco’s propaganda apparatus. The voice of the reprisals
—even when exposed in circumlocutions that seek to defend the work of Negrin’s
government and avoid criticizing the presidential cabinet— is introduced in Del Vayo’s
politicized discourse as a need to restructure the vision of the past based on the legitimacy
of the Republic, seen as a victim of the injustices of the military rebels. The struggle
continues in a narrative that refuses to accept reality, and starts from this ontological
rejection to express a truth that seeks to transcend the war to approach the Western powers
as awhole. The defense of the rights of the refugees and of all those repressed by Franco’s
regime thus animates a series of lines focused in the naturalization of otherness as a
window of opportunity in the face of a present that we seek to avoid and circumvent. The
past becomes a refuge, even a painful one, for those who can only avoid looking into the
eyes of a contemporaneity in which an entire out-group is being destroyed.

Oyarzabal, on the other end —in the same line of political defense of republican
legitimacy as Del VVayo— departs from the account of his life and intimacy to explore a
contradictory and encompassing otherness based on the individual and his particular
freedom as necessary corollaries of any political struggle. The dehumanization that

Oyarzabal sees in these processes, by attempting to turn women into objects in the hands
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of patriarchal society, responds to a conception of the human being that seeks to erode
and attack the factors that give rise to the objectification of the individual. Our author
intends to fight against these treatments through her personal history, by highlighting how
her life and the reality of the republican combat she has experienced first hand. Constant
work and commitment to justice will lead Oyarzéabal to maintain her effort for the
different; as a reflection of her own struggle not to be subjected to the interests of a society
that tried to reduce her role and silence her voice in the face of the needs of an oppressive
tradition. Memory is thus presented to the reader as a vindication of what could have been
and should be in a rejection of conformism that, even from exile, tries to approach what
happened not to create a space of evasion, but with the intention of building a place of
responsibility and collective conscience that serves to continue opposing the dictates of
the Franco regime.

In the search for a meaning that avoids and circumvents us, the temporality that
traps us becomes both a space for reflection and an impossible escape. Mera, in her search
for an explanation of what happened, seeks to reflect from the immediacy of her writings
on her decision to join the Consejo Nacional de Defensa based on her criticism of many
of the decisions taken by Casado. This contradictory position responds, precisely, to the
temporality to which he is subjected as a historical subject of a past time that continues
to affect the present, but which can no longer be easily reached. In the midst of this
diatribe, Mera’s position is to denounce the ideological traps that he observes in the
memory of his reality in order to present the reader with an alternative, from the present,
to the memory of what happened. Mera seeks, in this way, to reconstruct an account of
the facts based on pragmatism in order to accept the temporality to which his acts were

subjected. In a certain sense, as Martinez Martinez points out,

Desde este punto de vista el sentido de la vida no se busca en una relacion sincronica,
estructural, con un manantial de sentido coexistente con el individuo, bien sea la comunidad
0 un ser divino, sino que se busca en un plazo diacrdnico, histdrico, lo cual supone que se
haya concedido importancia al tiempo, es decir, que se haya adquirido cierto sentido histérico.
La nocion de sentido histérico supone una concepcién del tiempo que lo considera como un
escenario en el que se puede producir la novedad, como un ambito heterogéneo que no es

siempre el mismo (Martinez Martinez, 1991: 456).

Time is thus shown to us as an ideal space to recall the image of Madrid at the

beginning of the war while at the same time visualizing the space of ruin and defeat in

477



which we are immersed in prose such as those of Corral and Méndez. Madrid is no longer
the city of the resisters, and the memory becomes painful in the face of a defeat as
inevitable as it is painful. The degradation of the city is thus shown to the reader as a
necessary imperative in the face of the physical and moral situation of the characters,
trapped in an inexorable temporality from which they cannot escape. The antagonisms of
the conflict are now revealed as predators of characters who witness the atmosphere of
oppression and defeat from the conviction that the present has gone from being the time
of the possible to become the liminal space of necessity. The abjuration from temporality
carried out by the characters of Méndez and Corral is precisely due to the assumption of
this inexorable path towards the disappearance of the Madrid they knew, which leads
them to reject this same temporality as a moral position in the face of what has happened.
The apparent futility of their action does not prevent it from being presented to us as a
necessity. The position of these characters is thus the deaf cry of those who, despite not
being understood by those around them, refuse to submerge themselves in the present that
surrounds them and decide to take control of their own thoughts. The word, then, becomes
the last redoubt of a memory that continues to struggle to come to the surface, even when
it seems to be irremediably swept away by this pressing temporality. The present becomes
the place of the unknowable at the moment when the protagonists of Corral and Méndez
manage to observe what happened from the prism of otherness, superimposing the reality
of the different to the ease that they themselves could have found in the situation. The
tragedy of this presentified past we are analyzing is thus found in the apparent admission
of the grotesque and the unforeseen as a form of struggle in the face of the irremediability
of this temporality. All this in order to revisit the other and to try to overcome —even

from the awareness of defeat—

las dificultades que se alzan y que es preciso superar para lograr alcanzar la nocién de comin
humanidad. Pues por mas que dicha nocion aparezca en un principio afirmada religiosa o
filoséficamente, lo cierto es que se ve de inmediato puesta en entredicho por la tajante division
que se establece entre griegos y barbaros, hombres libres y esclavos, cristianos y paganos o
también por la afirmacién de la superioridad natural de los hombres sobre las mujeres o de

unas razas sobre otras (Morén, 2000: 92).

Madrid thus becomes a space of grays and shadows where blackness becomes the
main feature of a space that seems to have lost its identity. The memory is diluted in the

prose of an author like Galvan who intermingles the criminal investigation with the
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presentation of a corrupt and emaciated society that resolves the confrontation with the
other from the pessimistic assumption of the impossibility of putting an end to the
observed difference. Inequality therefore joins the rottenness of a society that is falling
apart under the weight of defeat, without even the entry of Franco’s troops being
necessary to provoke this loss. Madrid is turned into a realm of terror and flight in the
midst of a triumph of grayness that threatens to swallow up all the characters in Galvan’s
diegesis. The truth ends up being despised as a handicap in a society that reveals itself to
be without values or future, submerged in a mortifying present from which there can be
no escape. Temporality triumphs, paradoxically, from the awareness of its inexistence, as
it unravels in a wait that is eternalized through the pages of diegesis. Madrid, as a space
of expectation, does not seem to be able to resort to its memory to escape from this morass,
which symbolizes the triumph of a defeat that is as physical as it is spiritual. Defeat takes
shape in narratives in which the pain of loss is intermingled with the anguish of a future
of persecution to which the characters of these diegesis are doomed. Madrid takes shape
from degradation, in a manner similar to that of Galvan, in the prose of an author like
Zufiga, who interweaves the ruinous image of the environment with the unwavering
yearning of characters who know they are part of a story much broader than their personal
memories. The narrative triumphs in stories that rely on the memory of what happened to
transmit the spirit of an entire era, while the debasement and degeneration in which
Madrid is submerged are combated by means of a hopeful memory that seeks to pursue
an ideal as a particular position in the face of the apparent lack of future. The future is
thereby observed in the mists of a present too humiliated to serve as a reference, but whose
epic continues to be hidden under the dust and rubble of the bombings.

The interrelation that we can appreciate between diegetic and memorialistic texts
exposes the capacity of the discourse to start from a particular subjectivity as a way of
explaining the objectivity of the past. The recollection is intertwined between the lines of
narratives that seek to express the collective memory of the Civil War from a multifaceted
perspective that addresses both the reality of what happened and the experiences of the
protagonists. The war is thus recounted between the narrativization of all kinds of daily
experiences that singularize the moment of evocation by means of showing a face of
reality that is not only a reflection of the truth of what happened but also of the
experiences of the protagonists.

Morla, through his interest in the individual —trying to reflect how each actor

behaved in the conflict without taking into account his political affiliation or the ideas he
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previously had about him— tried to go beyond the limits imposed by otherness in order
to, through reason, draw a more human —and, therefore, more contradictory— vision of
what he saw during those years. The difficulties to pigeonhole him politically, to be able
to add a certain ideological label to his figure arise, as we have been able to observe, from
this permanent attempt of our author to approach the different, the supposed adversary,
and try to understand him. Neither the circumstances, nor his own preconceptions and his
political positioning will prevent our author from approaching as sincerely as possible a
war that, although it surprised him in the middle of his diplomatic functions, he never
shunned. That is why the greatest value offered by these texts lies in the multivoiced
nature of the experiences they gather, the sincerity of their analysis, and the permanent
attempt to contrast the facts and approach an elusive truth that was very difficult to access
at a time when propaganda and the fictionalization of reality had imposed disinformation
as a constant. Morla Lynch’s reflections allow us, in short, to flee from the whole set of
borders and divisions that the war had threaded between Spaniards, to approach a war
space where, despite everything, otherness tries to be combated through reflection and
analysis. An example of how, regardless of the initial positioning of a given individual,
the humanization of the opponent and those around you can serve as a means to appreciate

the situation in a much more faithful way, thanks to the power of memory.

The narrated memory is thus written from the paradigm of indeterminacy that
seeks to overcome the existing group categories in order to recognize the individual
within the other, and to demolish, as far as possible, the easy identification that has led
precisely to the conflict seen in Morla Lynch’s writings. Thanks to this work of
introspection we can observe the human side of a conflict in which life goes on among
the ruins of wartime Madrid, while its inhabitants struggle to continue with their daily
existences. The living memory thus serves as a means to confront the cruelty and
debasement of the moment, so that the narrative that gives meaning to the present is
constructed from the immediacy of what happened, from a subjectivity that seeks to
reflect the thousand shades of gray that make up the panorama of the Civil War
confrontation. The Casadistas thus battle against the troops still loyal to Negrin’s
government in the streets of Madrid that contemplates itself from the assumed tragedy of
a reality that must be remembered. The transcendence of this position takes shape,
therefore, in a word that brings together in itself both the past and the future, in the work

of narrating an untellable present that seems to escape our comprehension. Therefore, it
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is that “diese Narrative sind deshalb so machtig, weil sie nicht nur das Auf3en, sondern
auch unser Innen bestimmen. und das viel mehr, als den meisten von uns bewusst ist. in
der Erzahlung durch andere entwickeln wir tiberhaupt erst so etwas wie einen Geist, eine
Idee von Identitat” (EI Ouassil y Karig, 2023: 30). We depend on the other to find an
identity that shuns us and distances itself from us, for it is only from this approach to the
different that we can construct a global narrative about ourselves that brings together both
our inner subjectivity and that which is presented to us from the outside. Morla and Aub,
from memory and fiction, reflect on this approach and try to see the other as part of
themselves, in an effort to describe a reality full of grays that avoids any hint of
Manichaean space. Only from the assumption of a multifaceted and changing reality can
we approach an instrumental memory that brings us closer to a problematic past that is
not capable of offering us a single truth, but rather the multiform fragments of different
faces of what happened. Through the other, diegesis such as Aub’s manage to explore the
complex liminal space that configures a vision capable of residing both in the present and
in the collective memory, and that aspires to become a reference for an entire society. For
it is only from this mixture of otherness and awareness of a Madrid too complex to be
understood from a single perspective that the depth of a tragedy such as that experienced

during the end of the Spanish Civil War can be understood.

The univocity of being is expressed through these narratives in an effort of
synthesis that displaces the problem of truth to situate itself in a problematic and
convulsive temporality. The war seems to occupy every space of reality, while Aub’s
characters travel through a Madrid submerged in defeatism and loss. The need for
transcendence in cases such as Dalmases or Manuel El Espiritista exemplify this desire
to oppose a situation that threatens to devour even the very space in which the capital is
located. Everything becomes war in a constant struggle to live among the ruins of memory,
and to survive among the remains of history. Thus, for Aub, the effort to understand the
different and try to enter into his vision of reality is an attempt to overcome facts that,
through their potentiality, submerge the individual in the narrative of the facts at the same

time as they shape his identity. It is in this way that

le probléme est donc de savoir comment I’individu pourrait dépasser sa forme et son lien
syntaxique avec un monde pour atteindre a I'universelle communication des événements,
c’est-a-dire a [D’affirmation d’une synthése disjonctive au-deéla non seulement des

contradictions logiques, mais méme des incompatibilités alogiques. Il faudrait que 1’individu
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se saisisse lui-méme comme événement. Et que, I’événement qui s’effectue en lui, il le
saississe aussi bien comme un autre individu freffé sur lui. Alors, cet événement, il ne le
comprendait pas, ne le voudrait pas, ne le représenterait pas sans comprendre et vouloir aussi
tous les autres événements comme individus, sans représenter tous les autres individus comme
événements. Chaque individu serait comme un miroir pour la condensation des singularités,
chaque monde une distance dans le miroir. Tel est le sens ultime de la contre-effectuation
(Deleuze, 1969 : 208-209).

The narrator will focus on the details and the image of a defeated Madrid that
seems to have lost the uniqueness that characterized it. The monuments of the city, its
buildings and streets seem to have acquired a uniform gray that has stripped the capital
of all traces of its soul. The war becomes at the same time the victor and ultimately
responsible for the death of the city, which is forced to observe, almost with the status of
a character, how its inhabitants try to go on with their lives but without the nerve and
vigor they showed before. Within the local geography that De Lera presents in his
narrative, the future does not exist, since the internal struggles that take place do not leave
the necessary space for it to be possible. Within urban spaces that have been deprived of
their joy and color, oblivion seems to impose itself as the ultimate constant and symbol
of a defeat that has turned the capital into a mousetrap for the last resistants. In this way,
defeat and oblivion of the republican cause are intermingled in a novel that tries to give a
voice to the republicans at the same time as it attempts to configure the war as a universal
enemy and the ultimate cause of what happened.

The threads of History are interwoven in the narrative discourse as a complex web
of ideations and intentions that conceal both the interests of the writer and those of an
entire community. When we try to approach the analysis of these processes, one of the
greatest difficulties we may encounter is to face a multiform and complex truth that is
difficult to adapt to preconceived frameworks. Our job is, therefore, to try to glimpse what
lies beneath the elaborated discourse, and which brings us closer to a vision of reality, if
not complete, then at least reliable. Walking the fine line that separates fiction from reality,
the texts we have studied seek to recover a particular vision of the past that, even with all
its subjectivity, seeks to confront and fight against the distortion of a reality that is seen
in a more or less twisted way by the official discourse. From the careful attention to the
present that we can see in Morla Lynch, to De Lera’s attempts to circumvent a Francoist
censorship that was always too strict, to the use of diegesis as a privileged instrument to

relate what happened in Aub, the memory is presented before the reader’s eyes as a cry
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—we would almost say desperate, in many cases— to collaborate and work on a
collective memory that takes into account the role of both victims and perpetrators.

In an era of antagonism and destruction of the opposite, when the military rebels
not only succeeded in the coup d’état of 1936, but continued the war effort until they
defeated the legitimate government of the Republic three years later, the complementary
processes of forgetting and re-construction of what happened that operate in memory
show their full potential as creators of meaning and producers of sense. The necessary re-
elaboration of what happened through the memorialistic treatment carried out by the
community thus unfolds all its capacity to shape the identity structure of a given in-group.
Thus, the vision of the other is devised within this mechanism as a necessary corollary to
the perceived differentiation that this same antagonism exacerbated during the war.

Within this development, the recollection thus appears before our eyes as an
absolute for those who refused to bow to history as a repetition of the political slogans of
a regime whose only objective was the consolidation of the victory achieved against the
republican government. Our main purpose in this work has been to show how, while
maintaining the necessary differentiation between the subjectivity of one type of
discourse and the objectivity of the other, fiction can become a privileged vehicle to
transmit what the pretended objectivity of the official historical discourse tried to hide in
periods such as the one we have studied. Thus, from memory to fiction, the recollection
of a community can be transmitted from the subjective vision that a given individual has
of reality. Thanks to these fragmentary approaches to the past, and, paradoxically, to the
freedom of re-creation offered by this same subjectivity, the reader can come to
contemplate the reality of an other who has been denied both his entity and his own story.

Throughout this paper, our analysis of otherness has sought to highlight the
artificiality of the construction of difference for the in-group that seeks to devise its own
out-groups. In this sense, we have explored how the symbolism of Madrid is crucial to
understanding the meaning of a conflict such as the Spanish Civil War. The city acquired
a status that, after the Battle of Madrid, transcended the limits of its reality to mythologise
itself as a force of resistance against the military rebels. The fall of the capital was thus
experienced amidst despair and the presence of a future as feared as it was hoped for. In
the works of Fortdn, Barea, De Pedro and Quifiones, Madrid thus becomes a contradictory
space, seen between the longing for what it was and a present in which the republican
symbol that it was is no longer more than a memory. In other texts it comes to be seen

from the political point of view of a Republic subjected to its own discordance and which
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seeks to reflect on its political legacy even when defeat has already been consummated,
as can be seen in Alvarez Del Vayo, Oyarzabal and Mera. It also becomes a space that
succumbs to the desperation and anhedonia of those who know they are almost ready for
the gallows, and only seem to live in injury time —as we have seen in Corral, Méndez,
Galvan and Zufniga—. But, above all, Madrid is the complex symbol of what was and
could not be; of what reality hides in memory and is unable to express objectively,
because it keeps in itself the otherness that tried both sides tried to fight and destroy.
Madrid, as reflected in the fictions studied in this work —and especially in the works of
Morla Lynch, Aub and De Lera— was this forgotten and re-constructed recollection that
transcended its physical reality to reside in the fiction of the end of a war that has marked
the history of Spain to the present day. A space of grays that triumphed in defeat, since it

remained in the collective memory as a symbol of the tragedy of oblivion.
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