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| PREFACE
 FY™NHE Works of Dr. Jonathani Swift
.' were written and publifbed at very
diffant periods of his life, and bad paffed
2brough many editions before they were col~
leffed into voluines, or a'{)?fﬂgu'g;lzred' [fromt
2he produttions of contemporary wits, with
whom be was known to affotiate.
- The Tale of a Tub, zke Battle of the
3 Books, and the F ragment were firf} pub-
lifbed together in 17 t}i}"“w;‘; &ﬁvfagy,
and the notes from Wotton twere added
1710 ;5 2bis edition the Dean revifed a [bort
time before bis underflanding was impair-
ed, and bis corrections ™ will be found in
2his impf‘qﬁa#. e e g "
- Gulliver's Travels were firf} printed in
rhe year 17426, wirh fome alterations which
bad been made by the perfon through twho/e
hands they were conveyed ro the prefs, but.
the original paffuges were réfiored to the
Jubfequent editions 1. . ' |
*®* The correfted Copy is 4+ See the letter to Symp/fon
::TF::‘ the hands -f:-[_Mr. ean  and note, Vol IT;
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Reverend Fowathan Swift, D. D.
Dean of St. Patrick’s, Dublin.

O gratify that curiofity which great eminence al-
r_;.‘ Ways ecxcites, many accounts have been pub-
lifhed of the life of Dr. Fowatban Swift. Thefe have
mutually reflected light upon each other, afcertained
controverted facts, and rectified miftakes; which, if
they had ftill been traditional and oral, would ftill
have been believed. Several little incidents, which
fhewed the peculiarities of his converfation and do-
meftic life, were related by Mrs. Pilkington in her
memoirs ; though thefe could be believed only in
proportion as they verified themielves. Lord Orrery’s
Letters contained many of the principal events, inter-
mingled with many charaéteriftic incidents fupported
in general upon better authority ; but fometimes
founded upon falfe information. Some of thefe mif-
takes were detected by a Volume of Letters figned 7.
K. in which were alfo fome new materials; and the ae-
count fince publifhed by Mr. Swif?, with an imperfect
{ketch by the Dean himfelf, has furnifhed yet more.
From a comparifon of all thefe with each other this
account is compiled. It is not thought neceffary to
relate every trifling particular thar has been recorded,
but only to feleét fuch as will fufficiently diftinguifh
the peculiarities of his charatter and manners, and
A tranfmit



