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NUMERICAL REFERENCE FOR THE MYCENAEAN 
IDEOGRAMS 

Dr. Bennet t and I have now come to agreement on a numerical 

reference for the Mycenaean ideograms, to meet the need discussed 

by Sterling Dow 1 and in my «Suggested code of practice»2 . 

The proposed scheme is incorporated in Tables I to III, copied 

from two tables drawn for a forthcoming book in collaboration 

with John Chadwick (for the ideograms of vessels see that book, chap

ter i o , fig. i6) .3 It is of course only the reference numbering of the 

ideograms which we should like to see standardized: their meanings 

and forms still require much further discussion, and those entered 

here only represent our own analysis. 

The ideograms are divided into functional groups cor responding 

to the break-down in Bennet t ' s Index, p p . 107-117; and these groups 

have been numbered beginning loo , I i o , I20 etc., with some pro

vision of spare numbers for future addi t ions. 

It will be seen that the «phonetic signs used as ideograms» are 

not given separate numbers bu t references in Bennett ' s order of 

the syllabary, as numbered by Dow and since generally accepted . 

MICHAEL VENTRIS 

London NW 3 
IQ North End 

1 Amer. Journal of Archaeol., LVIII (1954), 2, p. 88. 
2 Bulletin of the Inst, of Class. Studies of the Univ. of London, No. i, 1954, 

p. 6. 
3 As to the types of vessels to which the «pots» numbers i;efer, please 

note: 200 — phiala as on PY Ta996 etc. 201 = tripos as on PY Ta64i etc. 202 = 
dipas (?) as on PY Ta64i etc. 203 = qe-to as on PY Ta64i. 204 = qe-ra-na as 
on PY Ta7i 1. 205 = a-te-we as on PY Ta996. 206 = ka-ti as on PY Ta996. 207 
= ku-ru-su-pa3 as on KN K740. 208 = handled bowl as on KN 434, PY Ta996. 
209 = amphiphoreus as on KN U060 a. 210 = ka-ra-re-we as on KN UC778. 
211 = two-handled vessel as on KN K 873. 212 = u-do-ro as on KN Uci6o 
a, PY Ta996. 213 = ipnos as on KN Uci6o a. 




