NEW CONSTITUTION
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By AGUEL DE U_NAMUNO. ]
nless to Thi NEW Yorw TIMEs,
MARID, Dec. 10.—The Spanisk
Constitution has been made too
Jquickly under pressure of the desire
to end the government's provisional
nature in order to defend the régime
irom dangers believed by many to be
(close but which in reality are largely
illusory.

The new code also is over-prolifia
and in great gart purely theoretie. It
is theory and nothing more, for ine
stance, to declare that Spain iz a
republic of workers of all classes.
The guarantee of work for all Span-
lards i3 not a leglislative precept but
a campaign promise. It is stated that
Spain renounces war, as if this de-
pended on Spain alone. HExcessive
powers have been granted to Par=
Hament, due doubtless to fears of an-
other dictatorship with the Senate
coincidentally suppressed because if
was an attribute of the monarchy—
as if it could not be one also of any
other réglime.

No one believes this Constitution
can long endure without radical mod=-
ifications, and the parties now domi-
nant. foreseeing a probable Right
rez’ n at the next elections, per-
hap. o the coming year, wish to pro-
long the life of the Cortes called
solely to make the Constitution.

The Constitution began under tha
shadow of the Catalan statute in-
fluenced by the so-called compaet thiy
members of the government had cone
cluded with the Catalan sutonomists.
Then it was attempted to make it a
federative Constitution, but with gen=
eral lines that resulted in leaving tha
door open to constant dissension. A
kind of double citizenship was grant=
ed for certain reasons where Spane
iards not natives are in conflict with
native Spaniards. Bilinguallsm in
institutions of learning will give risa
to a sort of eivil war with Catalonia,
but not with Galicia nor the Basqus
country, whera the question of tha
language to be taught iz unimpore
tant.

The most outstanding eonstitus=
tional preoblem involves the separa=
tion ofp church and State and the
position created for religious orders.
The orders have been deprived of the
right te teach, but this cannoft be
effective for a long time, perhapa
vears, because the Sftate will be un-
able to take over the feaching of the
population., Moreover resistance of
a great proportion of the people who
are opposed to lay instruction will
have to be overcome. Action against
religious orders, depriving them of
certain libertifs that other associa-
tions enjoy, it has not been at-
tempted to justify. -

However, in the end, when. inevit=-
ahle drastie revision has been
lachieved, the Constitution may be ex-
'l ected to accord well with Spanizh
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