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" NOW difcharge my promife, and complete my de-
fign, of writing the Hiftory of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire, both in the Weflt and
the Eaft. The whole period extends from the age of
Trajan and the Antonines, to the taking of C{Jllﬂ'ﬂﬂ-
'tmnple by Mahomet the fecond; and mcIucT-::s a re-
view of the Crufades and the ftatc of Rome during
the middlc ages, Since the publication of the firlt
volume, twelve years have elapfed; twelve years, ac-
cording to my wifh, of hl‘.'ﬂlt]‘l of leifure, and of
i per&wrancc. * T may now cnugﬁmiatc my dclwer-
ance from a long and laborious fervicey; and my fa-
Vou. IV. A tisfaction
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C HA P XXXIX.

Zeno and Anaffafius, Emperors of the Eaff.—Birth,
Education, and firff Exploits of Theodoric the Offro-
goth—His Invafion and Congueff of Italy—The
Gothic Kingdam of Italy—State of the Weft.—Mili-
tary and Civil Government.—The Senator Bocthius.—
Laft Acts and Deatb of Theodoric. '

terval of fifty years, till the memorable reign of Jullinian, ff;i

is faintly marked by the obfcure names and imperfed annals H"E-_E’s*i_?_
of Zeno, Anaftafius, and Juflin, who fucceflively afcended the
throne of Conftantinople, During the fame period, Ttaly revived
and flourithed under the government of a Gothic king, who might
Vou, IV, B have

ﬁ‘ FTER the fall of the Roman Empire in the Welt, an in- ¢ H A P.



